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illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: . . . are often mistaken even by fairly skilled workers; especially are they difficult in
lymphatic tissues. Let us now turn to another aspect of morbid anatomy, namely, the part it may be expected
to play in the advancement of knowledge. The subject may be looked upon as a branch of anatomy, a science
mainly descriptive and a part of that great group of sciences dealing with observation which may be termed
natural history. Though the main naked-eye features of most disease processes are known and have been
described, it cannot be said that they have been fully worked out; least of all can it be said to be so in respect of
their histology. When it is recognised that the chemical processes in the normal cell as revealed by special
histological technique are known only in the most fragmentary manner, it applies much more strongly to
diseased tissues. The fact is the morbid anatomist has the power, subject to the limitations of the microscope
and the technique employed, to see right into the centre and origin of the diseased processes. An important
item in the proof of the cause of an infective process being due to a particular organism lies in the discovery by
the microscope of the organisms in the site of the lesions, e. g. , tubercle bacilli, and Spirochete pallida. In this
respect morbid anatomy and bacteriology must go hand in hand, the first controlling the findings of the
second. Morbid anatomical investigations, indeed,...
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