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The two subjects of greatest importance which occupied the attention of Congress in the year 1778 were finance
and foreign aFairs. The increasing diFiculty of paying the expenses of the war with issues of paper currency,
Continental and State, obliged Congress to look to other sources of revenue. The lottery had not been a success,
and the receipts at the loan oFices were insuFicient to meet the growing demands for ready money - demands
made inordinately large in appearance by the depreciation of the bills of credit. The Treasury was reorganized,
requisitions made upon the States, taxation urged, and foreign loans sought. The treaties with France opened a
new prospect; for they gave the States a standing in international aFairs, and suggested more certain methods
of obtaining money, ammunition, and joint expeditions with France against the common enemy. The want of
accord among the American commissioners in Europe produced unfortunate results in France and in Congress.
Silas Deane was recalled, under charges of misapplying the aids received from France, and the spirit of faction
was aroused in Congress by the attempt of the Lees to discredit and secure the punishment of this first
American representative to a foreign court. What was done was not unconnected with the cabal against
Washington, a plot which came to an end with the proposed expedition into Canada, to be commanded by
Lafayette. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the...
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