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edition. Excerpt: .have exceeded 2500 F. The atmosphere must
then have contained all the water of the globe, all the carbon (in
the form of carbon dioxide) now stored in solid form as coal and
other hydrocarbon compounds and as carbonates, and various
other materials which have since formed solid compounds.
When the ocean was first formed by condensation from the
atmosphere, its temperature may have been as high as 500 F.,
the atmospheric pressure being still perhaps 30 times as great as
at present. The chemical action of the ocean in rock destruction
and rock formation must then have been very much more
important than in later times. Long ages must have elapsed
before the earth was cool enough to permit the existence of the
lowest organisms. Archaean time must have been immensely
long. ROCKS: KINDS AND DISTRIBUTION. 1. Distribution.--Since
the Archaean era commenced with...
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