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indexed. Not illustrated. 1823 Excerpt: .from the observations m: ide by the European travellers who first
penetrated into that continent, it appears undeniable tbat slavery must have prevailed from time immemorial
among such of the tribes as had never carried on any commerce with foreign nations. When Battel first visited
the Giagas, those people had never before seen a -lute man; yet they welcomed him and the English, with whom
he had come, to their country, invited them to bring their goods on shore, and without hesitation loaded the
ships with slaves. The Giagas were indeed waging war with tbe kingdom of Benguela; and being cannibals, who
prefer human flesh to all others, the slaves whom they had sold to the English were probably prisoners they
would have killed and eaten if they had not found an opportunity of otherwise disposing of them to greater
advantage. But as they had not liten incited by the Europeans to eat their prisoners, there can be no reason to
suppose that by the Europeans they had been first induced to sell them; for we have seen that this kind of
commerce prevailed in Africa among people much more polished than-the Giagas so early as in the reign of
Jugurtha. That it was not introduced among the negroes either by the Arabs or by the Portuguese, appears still
more evident from the behaviour of the-Dahoniansat the conquest of Whidah, end fiom the manner in which
the people of Angola at the earliest stage of their...
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