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Antarctica -- International status. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 1-Summary, Issues, and Options. 9 ATCPs adopted a
recommendation urging vol-untary restraint on exploration and exploita-tion conditional on progress toward
a minerals regime. Over the years both claimants and nonclaimants alike had developed a strong stake in the
preservation of the ATS. From 1972 on, Antarctic mineral resource discussions became a regular item on the
agenda of ATCP meetings. At their eleventh meeting in Buenos Aires in 1981, the ATCPS formally decided to
negotiate a minerals regime for Antarctica. As negotiations got underway in Geological Pbto credit. US. fV y
1982, separate negotiations to establish the Station McMurdo on Ross Island, the main U. S. research United
Nations Convention on the Law of the base in Antarctia Observation Hill is in the background. Sea were winding
down. Some in the United Nations questioned the legitimacy and effective-arctic minerals for a number of
interdependent ness of the ATS and proposed that Antarctica be reasons. The Antarctic Treaty itself is silent
considered in a broader international forum as about regulation of mineral resource activities. ocean Because
of their active issues had been. This posed few problems in the first two decades involvement in Antarctic
activities, ATCPs of the Treatys existence. However, scientific have long held that they possess special interests
study of the continent has caused what was and responsibilities in Antarctica, and that they virtually terra
incognita in 1959 to become manage a legitimate international legal system geologically...
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