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to circumvent the injury and standing requirements of U. S. law. Meanwhile, the trade remedies rules are
already heavily stacked against U. S. retailers and other importing and consuming indus-tries in manufacturing
and agriculture who are forced to defend their interests with one hand tied behind their backs. For example,
unless they are an importer of record, they are not considered interested parties for purposes of standing to
participate fully in investigations, even though they pay the bill for the import taxes imposed in these cases.
Therefore, many U. S. industries and companies look with alarm at some recent legislation purporting to
strengthen U. S. trade rem-edies laws, some of which would allow petitioners to abuse and game the system to
attack legitimate trade, undermine U. S. com-petitiveness, and violate WTO rules. We live in a more trade-
dependent, interconnected economy than when most of the current trade remedies rules were first written. To
be competitive in this world, all U. S. industries now have global supply chains, importing from their foreign
suppliers and exporting to their foreign customers. In this world, trade cases brought against imports into the
United States have increased costs and oIen undermine the ability of U. S. retailers, farmers, and
manufacturers to compete globally. Also, these cases are no longer a struggle solely between foreign and
domestic manufacturers. Rather, they increasingly pit U. S. in-dustries against each other, as we have seen in
the recent case of the steel and automobile industries. When the importer is a...
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