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the History of the Great War That very year he attacked
Austria, then ruled by the young Maria Theresa, and seized the
province of Silesia. This province caused another war in 1756,
the great Seven Years War. It involved nearly all Europe, and
the fighting extended to India and America. At the cost of
tremendous expenditures of men, Frederick finally triumphed.
Frederick, as Macaulay said, was a man without fear, without
faith, and without mercy. He once said Take what you can; you
are never wrong unless you are obliged to give back. This
unscrupulous policy laid the foundation of modern Germany.
William II., like nearly every other Hohenzollern prince, wished
to rival Frederick the Great by some successful war. To give
Germany what the Kaiser called a place in the sun meant
increased colonial possessions, more commerce, and greater
international influence for Germany. He dreamed of a world
empire, ruled by his sword. Another teacher of German world-
empire was Heinrich von Treitschke, who from 1874 to 1896
was professor of history...
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