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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Synopsis: THE daughter of an atheist agitator has married a barrister,
Mr. Ebbsmith, whom she does not love. After eight years of misery, she leaves him and starts life anew. as a
nurse. Lucas Cleeve, a rising politician, also, has foundered on a marriage of untrue minds; his wife is
unsympathetic, and he cannot life with her. He falls ill. the nurse is brought to him, and begins her cure. As
Cleeve mends, the two find time for long talks. Mrs. Ebbsmith is an emotional woman filled with vague ideals.
She conceives the possibility of a union of souls, passionless but strong, in which marriage would only be an
hindrance, for which the freedom of love would be the pillar of the house. Cleeve, easily inflamed by the nature
with which he has contact at the moment, catches the fire of her enthusiasm: they determine to live together.
Here the play opens. Cleeve s relatives in London are writing to him in his seclusion at Venice, urging him to
return to town and honor. He is unmoved, for it is always the present influence that has weight with him: and he
is happy. One soon perceives, however, that Mrs. Ebbsmith is reaping disappointment of her life. Cleeve, she
finds, is more of the lover than the idealist: the passion of his address repels her, because it seems to retard the
ideality of their union. She is heart and soul a dreamer, dowdily-dressed and careless of her looks, and he vainly
presses upon her handsome gowns and jewels. She cares for none of these things. Suddenly, upon the scene
appears the old Duke, the head of Lucas Cleeves...
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