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illustrated. 1897 edition. Excerpt: . . . on the Pacific Coast, the explanation of the phenomenon must be sought
on other lines. The rain wiuds of the Pacific Coast are generally from a direction between south and east, or
from a land surface, contrary to a somewhat prevalent notion that they blow from the warmer ocean to the
colder land area. The rainfall on the western slope of the Cascade Range is greater than in the Puget Sound
Basin, as might be expected, but on the eastern flank, less than 200 miles from the Pacific, the annual fall, at an
elevation of about 1, 000 feet, as iu the Yakima Valley, dwindles to about 10 inches. No raiufall observations
have been made over a great part of the Great Plain of the Columbia, locally known as the Big Bend country. It
is quite probable that the fall is between 10 and 15 inches per annum, and this statement is borne out by the
fact that between the mouth of the Spokane and the junction of the Snake, a distance of 280 miles, no stream of
any consequence flows northward or westward from the Great Plains into the Columbia. On the other hand, a
number of streams fed by the precipitation on the Cascades flow into the river from the opposite side, thus
affording au abundance of water for irrigation or other purposes. The raiufall of the extreme eastern line of
counties is about 18 inches per annum, decreasing gradually to the westward...
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